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I If you could tell us the story again about when you first realized this was a 
Japanese attack. 

GK 
was familiar enough with flags to know that that was a Japanese insignia. 

01:07 

I Do you remember the names of the men who served with you on your gig? 


GK Iremember them all but one. Jay U. Vance was a cocksan. Marcel Gallapo 
was 2"4, Lester Johnston was the engineer. And I can't remember the 
other fella's name, he is dead now, I remember that. But I think Lester 
Johnston and I are the only two left in the boat crew. 


01:54 

I So, when you think about Pearl Harbor, and someone finds out that you're 
a Pearl Harbor survivor, what are the first things, thoughts that come to 
mind? 


GK Well, when people come up and shake my hand, it's a little bit 
embarrassing, because I was no hero, I was just like thousands of other 
people caught up in this. 


02:32 

I Is there anything that I forgot to ask you that you think is important? That 
you would want to share? 

GK Well, no. I think I covered that when I said, really the lessons that the 
country should have learned was just to be constantly prepared to defend 
itself 


03:11 
Thanks and goodbye 


05:04 
Switch to Hilliard “Curly” Elliott 


05:52 

I So, could you say your name and spell it, for the transcriber, so you don't 
go down in our archives with a misspelled name? 

HE My first name is Hilliard, spelled HILLIARD. Last name is Elliott, E L 


HE 


LIOTT. Have a nickname that's followed me, it's Curly, CU RLY. And 
that's what I've been known by for years. 

So we're ready guys? Okay. So, if we just start with you introducing 
yourself and telling us where you're from. 

Well, I was raised in Southern California. And I graduated from high 
school in February of 1940. I went into the Navy March the 12", no March 
the 13", 1940. I was in the Navy for 6 years. After finishing boot camp 
and San Diego training, I went to Honolulu. I went aboard the Lexington. 
I was a crew member, I became a crew member after a short time, of the 
flight deck aircraft handling unit. We would responsible for the landing of 
the aircraft, mechanically, parking them, and getting them away from the 
resting gear, which is stopping the aircraft. And I had that position where 
I'd stand on the flight deck, and as the planes came in, I'd literally duck 
underneath them, run out, and unhook the tail hook. And, there were 
about 5 of us that did that, and we'd land 80 - 90 airplanes in 30 minutes. 
So, it was a pretty nice operation. I was small. I think I was 5'9”, weighed 
120 pounds or 25 pounds, but I was pretty fast and agile, so that's what 
they were looking for. 


08:20 


I 
HE 


Why did you join the Navy to being with? What drew you in? 

I had an uncle that, my mother's youngest brother, and he joined the Navy 
I think in 1926 or 27, and at that time it was pretty hard to get in the Navy. 
The pay was pretty low. But he must have had some kind of skill, because 
he went in as a 2™ class coppersmith, and that was just about unheard of. 
He must have had an awful lot of talent. I'd get, well, some of the stories 
he would tell about the jobs he'd did were really remarkable. But he was, 
when he came back from shore duty, or out at sea, he always brought 
everybody presents, and he was the nicest man. I had an older brother 
that joined the Navy in '39, and we wanted to be like Uncle Ben. Ben was 
really a wonderful man. He passed away a few years ago, but he was, as I 
said, the top. Everybody wanted to be like him. 


09:49 


I 


HE 


So, could you tell us the story of your enlistment? How old you were, 
where you enlisted, what happened. 

I think I was around 18 when I went in the Navy, and, as I said, I was 
aboard the Lexington until, after the war started I went back aboard, after 
it came into Pearl Harbor. And we went out to sea, and May 8 we were 
engaged in the battle of the Coral Sea with the Japanese. And we suffered 
a lot of damage and we had to scuttle our ship. We lost our ship, the 
carrier. It was one of the largest carriers in the Navy at the time, and it 
was a target for all the Japanese. They really went after it. But, I went 
back to the United States. I left the Lexington and went over to another 
ship to get me home, and as I come up the rope ladder out of the water, 
here stands my brother, my older brother, there he was. So, anyhow, small 
world. Anyway, I went back to the States, I went to Philadelphia and put 
the Stangabon in commission. This was a small ship that, I think they 


called it a Jeep carrier, or something like that, one of the first. Put that in 
commission and went out, well, there were 4 or 5 of the crew members 
from the Lexington stayed together, we went there and established the 
aircrew, part of the aircrew. And we went out on the landing, and one of 
the pinpoints of time I can remember, on October 17, 1942, I was in 
Hamilton, Bermuda, celebrating my 21“ birthday. I remember that. I went 
back out to sea, and we didn't know where we were going or what, and one 
night, the captain came aboard the public address system and says, 
‘tomorrow morning 0300 (3 in the morning), we'll have general quarters. ' 
We're off the coast of Africa, and he says we'll be involved in the operation 
in Dakar. We didn't know where that was, nothin. Nobody even knew we 
were close to land. And, sure enough, we were part of a group that...what 
our job was, I found out, was to stop Rommell. And luckily, our aircraft was 
able to deprive him of any fuel, we took his fuel away from him. And he 
had to leave. And it was so successful that, I believe it was 30 to 60 days, 
the last German surrendered in Africa. It was very quick, and it stopped 
Hitler's advance south. 


I If I could back up to you going to Pearl Harbor. Do you remember what 
you felt when you found out you'd be on board the Lexington? How'd that 

feel to know that you'd be onboard a big aircraft carrier doing what you're 

doing? 


I What did you find when you got to Hawaii? What was life like there for 
you? 


I Do you remember what you were doing on December 6? Could you 
describe to us your day on December 6, the day before the attack, just walk 
us through... _ 


they had all of the, instead of the local people that worked on the 
plantations going into town, the would buy all their goods and everything 
at this big store, this plantation store. And we went there, had lunch, and 
looked around and everything, and then come on back to the barracks. I 
hadn't been there very long, so I had a lot of trying to get settled, my 
clothes, different clothes, Levis to work in, and things like that, so I was 
kind of busy. 


16:57 


I 


Could you just say that first sentence again? Saturday we went into town. 
I accidentally spoke over you. 


HE Saturday morning, I went into town, went into this small town, I think it 
was Waipahu...Saturday I went into town. 

18:25 

I Were you aware of the rising tensions between Japan and the United 
States? 

HE Absolutely none. At that time, I think about it, the news that we got, at 


ship, on the ship and stuff, was, I remember a big rooster and that was the 
news. Very little bit, well mostly talking, you know. So and so was talking 
about meeting somebody else, and that was it. Nothing. And the Navy, as 
far as I can tell, can still remember, we really weren't aware of how in 
depth things had deteriorated. We weren't aware of that. I heard, one the 
things I heard, on Battleship Row, we had maybe 6, 7 battleships anchored, 
they had quite a few different ships in the Pearl Harbor. And the Battleship 
Row was having an inspection, quarters and they make sure everything is 
right for cleanliness and for keeping up ship shape, and one of the sailors I 
had talked to I heard say that all the holes were open, airing them out, so 
when they started taking on water from the torpedoes and the bombs, 
there wasn't a chance. They couldn't get down there to lock the doors, the 
watertight doors and stuff. The general programs or general liberties and 
stuff wasn't restricted. You got 2 days off, you took 2 days. And there was 
no preparation, at least on the ship, Lexington, about putting more 
ammunition on board or getting the guns ready, nothing like that. 

Peaceful, nice, quiet Sunday. 


Then Sunday morning happens. Can you walk us through your day? Tell 
us what you saw? 


tremendous blast, and you could almost feel the air shifting. And it was, I 
still think it was one of the battleships exploding, Arizona or one of them, 
cause I heard the other torpedoes hitting and the bombs hitting, but 
nothing like that tremendous first explosion. So, here come a sailor, and he 
says - oh, a plane flew bye, and we could look out the window and we could 
see the red insignia, and he says, 'the Japs are attacking us.' This is while I 
was on the 2" floor, and I went down the stairway to the bottom, and I 
didn't have an assignment because I was just temporary. 22:56 And there 
was a young lieutenant running toward me, and he was in whites also, no 
tie or nothing, just open shirt, and he comes running toward me and he 
was about 20 feet away, and all of a sudden, on his forehead, blood just 
gushed out of it. And I looked at him, and he says, 'help us. We gotta puta 
fire out.' And he put his hand on his forehead and kept running. And we 
went down to the further end of the island, there, on Ford Island and got 
some hoses out and tried to get the fire out because they had a hangar 
there, it was a very large hangar, and we had a squadron of sea planes in 
there, PBYs, big aircraft, and I think it was 12 of them, they all burned up. 
So they had a lot of oil, black smoke going out of there, and there was 
concern that the oil from the sinking ships...(Pause for passing airplane) 


25:00 

I You were talking about the hangar with the PBYs. 

HE We went down toward the hangar with the PBYs, and there I helped getting 
the hoses, and I believe it was hopper gears, to fight the fire. They didn't 
want the fire to spread to the oil from the sinking ships or the ships in the 
harbor there, it'd been a catastrophe. So, I helped there, and then I was 
told to help at some other place, another hangar, and get some boxes out of 
there. We just, generally, I went from one spot to another helping move 
equipment. I was strafed a couple times, the planes coming in, they'd 
strafe me. But, that was just generally what we did, try to keep things 
from spreading, and everything. As far as a lot of anti-aircraft fire going on 
and everything, one thing I did see that I thought, 'that's strange’, after 
years I thought that, because I hadn't heard that about Japanese, but 
certainly after the first bombs went off, there was about 9 to 12 bombers 
coming in at us, and they were quite low, and in formation, but at about 
that time, we were ready, I mean we could return fire, before we couldn't 
even shoot. And they through up a barrage, and what I mean is that they 
used about a 5 inch shell, it would go up at a predetermined so many feet, 
and explode. When it did, it left a puff of white smoke, and the shrapnel 
would go out and hopefully hit the plane. Well, they through up a lot of 
those, and a lot of machine gun fire and everything, and would you believe 
that all of these planes turned and left. Now, I don't know where they went 
to, but they were coming toward the island, they turned, and left. They 
went over, back over, one end of the town of Honolulu. But, I never heard 
of that before. Or since then, you know, them deterring. Can't tell you 
why. 


27:54 


When were you first aware that this was a Japanese attack? 

When the plane from the window, we saw the fighter going bye, and he was 
fairly close, you could actually see the pilot. He was right low-down, he 
wasn't flying fast, but you could see the insignia on him, on his plane. Big 
red star. You could hear the machine guns going off, the bombs exploding. 
We were a target. I do believe that they were looking for the Lex, that was, 
cause we had been there, we always tied in on the other end of the deck, 
but she wasn't there that time. 


28:45 


I 


HE 


What were your thoughts as soon as you realized this was a Japanese 
attack? 

We gotta, just helping out, that was the main thing, just doing what I could, 
because, as I say, I didn't have an assignment, and just help people do 
whatever they needed. 


29:07 


I 


HE 


Could you just give us your location on Ford Island, just tell us specifically 
where you were when the planes came in? 

When the attack first started, I was in the barracks, which is right next to, 
or very close to what they call Battleship Row, and then where I worked, 
what I was familiar with and everything, was the aircraft hangars, and that 
encompassed a unit called Cashew 1, that's Carrier Aircraft Service Unit, 
and that was where I was attached to, that I was gonna be working out of. 
Then they had different repair shops and such, right there in that area. 


Tape End 


